
 
 

            Public Notice of the Town of Winterport 
is hereby given that the Town Council 

will hold a meeting on June 19, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
in the Town Office, 44 Main Street 

to consider the following: 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Peter Rioux called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Councilors in attendance were Peter Rioux, Stephen Cooper, Ann Ronco, Steven Clisham, and Corey 
Ginn.  Others in attendance were Thomas D    , Joe Tyler, Sear Eori, Holly Marston, Mary Anne Royal, 
Jim Merl, Elizabeth Pereira, Amy Browne, Kristin Clark, Barbara Economy, Annaleis Hafford, Doug 
Ronco, Greg & April DaSilva, Steven Lane, Colleen Dunn, Lawrence Clarke, Allison Economy, Darryl 
Parker, Gary Ennis, Mary Lester, Gary Hatch, Fred Costlow, Charles Gilbert, and Town 
Manager/Meeting Scribe Phillip G. Pitula. 
 
Consent Agenda (items marked with an asterisk *) 
Stephen Cooper moved and Ann Ronco seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Adopt Agenda 
Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports:   

June 5, 2018 June 19, 2018 
YTD expenditures/revenue & budget bal.  
Monthly(Regular Format)Quarterly (New Format) 

Gen Fund Cash Position, Reserves, Trusts, 
and Investments 

Gen. Fund Gen. Ledger Summary (Detail New) Current Year Property Tax 
 Liens & Foreclosures Status 

 

Payroll and Invoice Warrants 
A. Payroll through Sunday, June 17, 2018 – Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to approve 

the payroll through Sunday, June 17, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
B. Invoices through Monday, June 18, 2018 – Corey Ginn moved and Ann Ronco seconded to approve 

the invoices through Monday, June 18, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  
 

Guest Speakers & Committee Reports – N/A 
Input from Citizens on Unscheduled Items – Joseph Tyler had representatives from the Dragway 
come to the meeting to answer any questions the Council might have about the noise or the contract.  
Mr. Tyler stated that they had changed the directions of the Public Address speakers to help contain the 
noise.  Chair Rioux stated that it sounds like they are sticking to the contract for when races start and the 
days they run.  Chair Rioux asked about further noise suppression and whether or not cutting back some 
of the growth will make that worse.  Joe Tyler stated that what needs cutting will not have any effect on 
the noise from the track.  Councilor Ginn asked if there was a difference with the change in the speaker 
directions and Joe Tyler said he went to a get together on Pine View Lane and could not hear the 
speakers but could hear the cars themselves.  Chair Rioux stated that he appreciated what they were 
doing to try and contain the noise.  For complete discussion refer to audio.  Mary Anne Royal was 
wondering if Solid Waste could be on the agenda and if there was a solid waste committee as she was 



concerned with the developments in the recycling industry.  Town manager Pitula stated that there was a 
committee but they only get together when there are big changes to discuss as far as the town’s handling 
and disposal of our waste.  He further stated that before MRC gets up and running that they should be 
called back in to discuss the best way to handle our future needs between MRC and PERC.  For 
complete discussion refer to audio. 
  

Town Manager Presentation – N/A 
 

Schedule of Meetings 
A. Regular meeting of July 3, 2018* 

 
Accept Minutes 
A. Council Minutes June 5, 2018 – (signature book) – Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to accept 

the minutes of June 5, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Scheduled Items: 
Old Business 

A. Ready for Consideration 
1. Winterport Sewerage Treatment Plant/Water Tower – (continued) – Debt Ceiling 

increase vote – Water District Trustees – Annaleis Hafford presented the change they are 
proposing to the debt ceiling for the Water District and is hoping to have an article ready 
to vote on during the town’s upcoming special election to fill a vacancy for RSU#22 
Director.  The District is looking for help from the Council in the form of support for this 
increase and help in educating our residents about the need and does not want to go 
directly to the Legislature to have this done.  Barbara Economy stated that this is a two 
fold problem as the tower is in dire need of replacement in order to help with the pressure 
around town especially at the Wagner School but it is also is leaking and failing and this 
is critical to the town.  Steve Lane mentioned that the amount of debt ceiling increase 
also reflects the Grant monies of $488,000.00 that will be going towards this project and 
that is required to be shown by the State.  Steven Clisham asked about the rate increase 
this will require and Barbara Economy stated that it will be a minor increase of 1 to 2 %.  
Chair Rioux asked if we needed to do this at this time or can it wait until the November 
Election.  He went on to state that this article was defeated overwhelmingly and he is 
worried that at a special election the turnout would be smaller and if it then passed those 
people who voted on it earlier would be upset.  He also stated that he did not feel the 
District did a very good job on getting the word out on this issue.  Councilor Ronco felt 
that the District needs to let people know the consequences of not passing this increase so 
that they have a better understanding of the need.  Councilor Clisham also stated to make 
sure people understood that it could cost all of us more in the future if we do not do this.  
Barbara Economy asked the Council to please talk with their friends and neighbors about 
the need to correct this problem.  Councilor Ronco stated that it would be good for the 
District to have someone come to The Union Meeting House and Business Association 
meetings coming up to get the word out.  Ann Ronco moved and Steven Clisham 
seconded to approve having a new warrant article for the Water District debt ceiling 
being included on the upcoming Special Election to fill the RSU#22 Director’s seat 
opening.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

2.   
  

B. Pending further action 
1. Town Charter – Councilor Clisham – (continued) –N/A 
2. Town Manager Search – Councilor Ronco – (continued) – N/A 
3. Water Front Access CD/Waterfront Search Committee – Councilor Rioux – (continued) – 

Chair Rioux addressed the individuals present that had expressed interest on being on this 
committee.  He stated that they need to decide exactly what type of access is possible or 
what they would like to see, i.e. kayak launch all the way to sailboat docks.  Councilor 
Clisham stated that they need to look into the costs for this and take into consideration the 



monies we currently have and come back to the Council with a proposed amount and 
plan which would then go to town meeting for a vote.  Chair Rioux mentioned maybe 
doing something with the Docks and Allison Economy stated that would be a possibility 
and that the owner of the docks had hoped to be at this meeting but could not make it.  
Mary Anne Royal stated that she would like to see a formal motion from the Council to 
form the committee with the individuals that have expressed interest and that she is 
removing her name for consideration in order to concentrate on the Conservation 
Committee.  She further stated that she hope that when this committee meets the 
meetings will be posted so the public can attend if the want to.  Town Manager Pitula 
stated that the meetings would be posted in the same way as our Council meetings are.  
Greg DaSilva stated they he could also post the meeting on the Recreation Facebook 
Page.  Councilor Ronco asked how many members should the committee have and 
Manager Pitula stated that he felt all of the individuals who wanted to be on the 
committee should be as they all won’t be able to make every meeting.  Chair Rioux asked 
if we had a list of those people and Manager Pitula said yes and then read the names of 
each individual and their address in town.  Stephen Cooper moved and Ann Ronco 
seconded to appoint all of the individuals named except for Mary Anne Royal to the 
Waterfront Access Committee.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete 
discussion refer to audio. 

4. Public Works Discussion – Councilor Clisham – (continued) – Chair Rioux asked about 
the snowblower we currently use for clearing our sidewalks and also about the skid steere 
out at the transfer station as he was talking with Robb Pawson from Jordan Equipment 
and had picked up some information on new equipment.  He also wondered if we had a 
cost per mile for sidewalk snow removal and sweeping.  Manager Pitula stated that we do 
not have that information and we do not sweep within the village area after changing over 
to straight salt instead of a sand salt mixture.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

5. Credit Card Request – Greg DaSilva Recreation Coordinator (continued from 
5/22/18) – Greg DaSilva stated that he had been before the Council before requesting a 
credit card for recreation and that he approached the Town manager about this again and 
Phil has not changed his mind about it and that’s why he is here again.  There was not a 
lot of information from other recreation departments especially in town’s our size and 
makeup.  He stated that there could be a limit set on it and it was not realistic to have 
accounts everywhere for the things he needs for recreation.  Chair Peter Rioux stated that 
we know the situation you are in and I agree with you but also agree with our Town 
Manager.  Councilor Clisham agreed with most things the town manager listed on his 
memo to them about this situation and the Council does not want to come across like they 
are micro managing.  Joe Tyler and Allison Economy spoke about a prepaid credit card 
and Chair Rioux asked Greg whether or not he would do that and then turn in a slip for 
reimbursement.  Manager Pitula stated again that this is a part time position and no other 
full time individuals except himself have a town credit card.  He does not understand why 
Mr. DaSilva cannot work within the system that has been in place long before Mr. Pitula 
became town Manager and that others in Greg’s position have not had any problems 
working within the system.  Greg spoke about the time frame to be reimbursed for out of 
pocket expenses and the possibility of paying interest on top of that on his card.  
Councilor Cooper stated that interest does not start until 30 days after something is 
purchased and if the amount is paid off there should be no interest.  The Council decided 
to take no action on this at this time and told Mr. DaSilva that it can be brought up again 
when a new manager is in place to see how that person feels about it.  For complete 
discussion refer to audio. 

 

New Business 
1.   Conservation Committee – Mary Anne Royal – Mary Anne Royal would like to see 
this promoted just like we did for the Water Front Access Committee.  Councilor Ronco 
asked about this and Mary Anne stated that it was discussed at a meeting that Councilor 
Ronco was excused from and that the Council had decided to go forward with the 



committee.  Chair Rioux likes the idea of promoting the Conservation Committee to see 
how many volunteers would like to be on it.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
2.   Winterport Water District – Reappointment Letter Doug Ronco – Stephen Cooper 
moved and Ann Ronco seconded to reappoint Doug Ronco as a Water District Trustee.  
The motion PASSED unanimously.  
3.  Town Office Early Closing 6/29/18 – Fiscal Year End Closeout – Manager Pitula 
stated that he has always brought this before the Council in order to get their blessing to 
close early to run our reports and close out the fiscal year to avoid overtime for 
employees.  Ann Ronco moved and Steven Clisham seconded to close at noon on Friday, 
June 29, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to 
audio. 
4.  Abbott Park – Fundraiser Request for local families (Greg DaSilva) – Greg & April 
DaSilva presented the request for this fundraiser for two local families.  There would be 
food, music, silent auction, and beer garden and this would not be a recreation sponsored 
event but a community event.  Manager Pitula stated that he told Greg this would have to 
come before the Council for an okay as they were planning on having a beer garden at the 
event.  Chair Rioux asked about having it in an enclosed area and Greg stated that by law 
it would have to be or in a roped off area and they will use the old tennis courts as that 
already is fenced in.  Councilor Ronco asked if the will have people to check ID’s and 
that are trained on serving beer and wine.  Greg said yes and he is working with some 
local places of business who have the State licenses but is also talking with some larger 
businesses out of town as they might better handle a big crowd which he expects.  Ann 
Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to allow the use of Abbott Park for this 
Fundraiser.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
 

 
Legal:   
Appointments: 
  
 
Correspondence/Significant Items 
 Outgoing 

    
1. Greg Young – Response concerning Abbott Park Tree – Manager Pitula made the 

Council aware of Herz’s assessment of the tree and that he would be going ahead with 
removing the limbs in question.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
Incoming 

1. DM&J – Metal payment #2227* 
2. Maine Forest Service – Harvest Notification #524279 & #521707 - Noted 
3. Greg Young – Abbott Park Tree - Noted 
4. Luke Chiavelli – Plumbing log for May – Noted – Chair Rioux asked the Town Manager 

to make the CEO aware of the property mentioned on the Old County Road and that the 
DOT had not approved an entrance there. 

 
Minutes/Agendas:  

1. Waldo County Commissioners  – Special Court Session Agenda June 14, 2018 - Noted 
2. Waldo County Commissioners – Special Court Session Minutes May 22, & June 1, 2018 - 

Noted 
 
Communications: 

A. Town Manager’s Report - Noted 
B. Response to Council Questions – Manager Pitula mentioned that he had given copies of the 

Dragway Contract to the Council as requested by Chair Rioux. 



C. Council Comments – Councilor Cooper asked if we had gotten an alarm company yet to 
which Manager Pitula responded that he has contact multiple companies multiple times and 
cannot seem to get a response.  Councilor Ginn asked if they could have a list of the roads we 
intend on paving this year. 

 
Signatures:  

Executive Session:  Legal Matter Pending with Attorneys (Clisham recused) – Stephen Cooper moved 
and Ann Ronco seconded to enter executive session to discuss legal matters pending with attorneys 
present at 8:20 p.m.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn 
seconded to adjourn from executive session at 9:08 p.m.  The motion PASSED unanimously 

Adjourn:  Stephen Cooper moved and Ann Ronco seconded to adjourn at 9:09 p.m.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

 
NOTE:   
Dates & Time of other meetings between June 19, 2018 & July 3, 2018 
Meetings:   
Training & Days Off:   Maureen Black vacation 6/18-6/22 
 
 
_______________________________________               ____________________________________ 
Peter Rioux                                                                            Stephen Cooper 
 
 
_______________________________________               ____________________________________ 
Ann Ronco                                                                             Steven Clisham 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Corey Ginn 


