
 
 

            Public Notice of the Town of Winterport 
is hereby given that the Town Council 

will hold a meeting on July 17, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
in the Town Office, 44 Main Street 

to consider the following: 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

Call to Order 
Council Chair Stephen Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Councilors in attendance were Stephen Cooper, Ann Ronco, Steven Clisham, Corey Ginn, and Peter 
Rioux.  Others in attendance were Mary Anne Royal, Philip Foley, Thomas Doe, Mandy Olver, Tim 
Moran, and Town Manager/Meeting Scribe Phillip G. Pitula. 
 
Consent Agenda (items marked with an asterisk *) 
Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 
 
Adopt Agenda 
Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports:   

July 17, 2018 July 31, 2018 
YTD expenditures/revenue & budget bal.  
Monthly(Regular Format)Quarterly (New Format) 

Gen Fund Cash Position, Reserves, Trusts, 
and Investments 

Gen. Fund Gen. Ledger Summary (Detail New) Current Year Property Tax 
 Liens & Foreclosures Status 

 

Payroll and Invoice Warrants 
A. Payroll through Sunday, July 15, 2018 – Corey Ginn moved and Ann Ronco seconded to approve 

the payroll through Sunday, July 15, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
B. Invoices through Monday, July 16, 2018 – Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to approve 

the invoices through Monday, July 15, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  
 

Guest Speakers & Committee Reports – N/A 
Input from Citizens on Unscheduled Items – Mary Anne Royal asked about the current situation 

surrounding the Blueberry Fields.  Town Manager Pitula read the deed that was executed from 
the United States Government to the Town listing the only restriction being that the property 
shall be used for “public purposes.”  He further gave the legal definition of “Public Purposes” as 
“A governmental action or direction that purports to benefit the populace as a whole.”  Manager 
Pitula further stated that the lease monies and the upkeep and maintenance of the fields are a 
benefit to all Winterport residents.  For complete discussion refer to audio.  Tim Moran was 
approaching the Council about the ditch on his property on Washington Street and that the bank 
is eroding.  He stated that he and the town manager spoke extensively back when this was done 
looking at different options for that ditching along with the associated costs and that he was 
willing to contribute $2,500.00 towards the project.  He would like to have culverts and a catch 
basin go the entire length of his property to address the situation.  Manager Pitula stated that 
indeed they had talked about this situation and went over pricing for different options and that 



we would look at it later on to see if it addressed the runoff and ice build up problem which has 
existed for years.  Tim had also measured from the center line and felt that the ditch was onto his 
property if it was a two rod road.  Thomas Doe stated that all the roads in the immediate village 
are 3 rod roads and that had been researched by his father a long time ago.  Peter Rioux asked 
approximately how many feet of culvert we are talking about and Tim answered about 80’.  He 
further asked if that would also address the ice buildup problem and Mr. Moran stated “he did 
not know for sure.”  He went on to ask if the back slope of the ditch was done differently if it 
would help with the erosion and wondered if Mr. Moran had ever spoken to the Council about 
this.  Mr. Moran stated he had not spoken with the Council and did not know if culverts and a 
catch basin would have any effect on the ice buildup.  Town Manager Pitula stated that a catch 
basin with that many feet of culvert would be pricey and he worried about silt buildup in the 
culverts and catch basin and the need to clean it out properly with “Clean Harbors.”  He then 
asked Mandy Olver to speak to this as her company does this type of work and she offered to 
look at the situation at no charge to the town and see what options might work best.  Town 
Manager Pitula stated that he would take her up on the offer and have them all get together and 
look over the situation.  Stephen Cooper said they will take Tim’s request under consideration.  
For complete discussion refer to audio. 

  

Town Manager Presentation – N/A 
 

Schedule of Meetings 
A. Regular meeting of July 31, 2018* 

 
Accept Minutes 
A. Council Minutes July 3, 2018 – (signature book) – Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to accept 

the Council Minutes of July 3, 2018 as presented.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Scheduled Items: 
Old Business 

A. Ready for Consideration 
1. Winterport Sewerage Treatment Plant/Water Tower – (continued) – Tim Moran asked if 

the residents were aware of the cost of this if the tower fails and he did not see enough 
information explaining the need for this to happen and the possibility of losing Grant 
Funds if too much time passes.  Manager Pitula stated that the mailer the District sent out 
addresses some of those issues and that the Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, July 
23rd would be a good time to speak to those other issues.  Peter Rioux stated that this 
referendum was defeated soundly in June and he did not feel the District did enough to 
make people aware of the need.  He went on to state that they needed to go out to Deb’s 
to talk with the people in that area of town.  Ann Ronco agreed with Peter that the district 
did not give it as much of an effort as they should have but this time they have met with 
the Business Association and are having news coverage to help get the word out.  Tim 
Moran further stated that it was important for people to realize that if we loose the Grant 
Money it will cost them more out of their pocket to make up for the loss of funds.  Town 
Manager Pitula asked the Council if they would like to have a recommendation one way 
or the other on the referendum ballot.  Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to 
include a recommendation for a “yes” vote on the ballot referendum.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

2.   
  

B. Pending further action 
1. Town Charter – Councilor Clisham – (continued) – N/A 
2. Town Manager Search – Councilor Ronco – Update from David Barrett MMA – Town 

Manager Pitula stated that David Barrett would be on vacation and could not start the 
process until the beginning of August.  Mr. Barrett would like to meet with the Council in 
a Workshop setting in order to discuss just exactly what the Council is looking for in a 
new Manager.  Steven Clisham moved and Ann Ronco seconded to schedule a workshop 



on Tuesday, August 7, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the town office.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 

3. Public Works Discussion – Councilor Clisham – (continued) – Peter Rioux spoke about 
excess sand being swept into the ditches and not being picked up on Riverview Heights 
and that it fills the ditches causing problems.  He also said it causes the culvert in that 
area not to work correctly.  He further spoke about runoff caused by excess sand buildup 
which erodes the edges of the road and this can be seen on the Stream Road.  Peter also 
wanted to know why equipment is not kept at the new Public works building which the 
taxpayers paid for?  Town Manager Pitula stated that the equipment is kept there but the 
tractor is parked at various locations around town while roadside mowing is being done 
and that the supervisor starts early in the morning and leaves directly from his house with 
the truck as if is more efficient that way.  Councilor Rioux reminded the Town Manager 
that the Council had required that all equipment be kept at the town facility and that 
everyone else drives to work to with their own vehicles.  Tim Moran asked if our 
insurance covers the truck when it is on someone elses private property to which 
Manager Pitula responded “Yes”.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
 

 

New Business 
1.   DM&J – Renewal of Solid Waste Contract – Town Manager Pitula stated that DM&J 
would like this continued until the next meeting. 
2.   Council Meeting – August 14, 2018 – Stephen Cooper moved and Ann Ronco 
seconded to cancel the Council meeting of August 14, 2018 as it is on the day of the 
election.  The motion PASSED 4 for 1 against (Rioux).  For complete discussion refer to 
audio. 
3.   Conservation Committee – Appointments – Town manager Pitula stated he would 
have the complete list of residents that would like to serve on this committee for the 
Council at the next meeting.  He will be asking those individuals to attend the meeting so 
that the Council can put faces together with names.  For complete discussion refer to 
audio. 
4.   Planning Board – John Kirk Resignation – Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn 
seconded to accept the resignation of John Kirk from the planning board.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously.  
5.   Chief Foley – Update Tanker #4 & Station Exhaust System – Interim Chief Philip 
Foley spoke about the problems with the tanker and had Atwood Woodman go over the 
vehicle to get an estimate for repairs.  He went on to state that there is a limit of what 
should be spent on the vehicle due to its age.  Councilor Clisham agreed with Phil and 
said there needs to be a limit of what should be spent to fix the truck.  Councilor Rioux 
asked if the truck was dangerous because of the springs to which Foley responded “no 
more than any of our other vehicles.”  Councilor Ginn spoke about the brake calipers and 
how it affects the truck.  Councilor Rioux asked if we were to sell it how much would we 
be looking for and would that be after repairs were made.  Chief Foley stated 4 thousand 
dollars would be a fair price and that if the Council decides to sell it the truck would be 
sold “as is.”  Councilor Ginn asked if we did sell it how soon would the department be 
looking to replace this vehicle.  Chief Foley said at the next town meeting.  Councilor 
Clisham related the fact that Hampden got a vehicle at a reduced price from the Irving 
Corporation and maybe that might be an avenue to look into.  Retired Chief Doe said that 
he believes they no longer do things of that nature.  Chief Foley said that if we do replace 
the vehicle the new one would be a diesel and would require adding an exhaust line for it 
in the new station.  He is working on getting pricing for that so it would be included in 
the budget for next town meeting.  Chief Foley also asked the Council to formally adopt 
his Station Rules that he provided.  Peter Rioux moved and Corey Ginn seconded to 
formally adopt the rules for the Fire Station as presented.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously.  Steven Clisham then moved and Peter Rioux seconded to go ahead with 



the repairs to tanker #4 at this time.  The motion PASSED 4 for 1 against (Cooper).  For 
complete discussion refer to audio. 
 

 
Legal:   
Appointments: 

  
Correspondence/Significant Items 
 Outgoing 

    
1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Incoming 
1. DM&J – Metal payment #2272 & 2287* 
2. Luke Chiavelli – CEO log and Plumbing Permits June 2018 - Noted 
3. Waldo County Commissioners – Budget Caucus Floor Nominations 8/2/2018 – Town 

manager Pitula urged the Council to attend this meeting and nominate someone to look 
out for the Town’s interests during County budget time.  For complete discussion refer 
to audio. 

4. PERC – Open House 7/21/18 - Noted 
5. New Hope for Women – Donation Thank You - Noted 
6. State of Maine Revenue Services – Preliminary 2019 State Valuation - Noted 
7. Skyler Cruz Wolsey – Winterport Intersections - Noted 

 
 
Minutes/Agendas:  

1. Waldo County Commissioners  – Court Session Minutes June 20, 2018 - Noted 
2. Waldo County Commissioners – Court Session Agenda July 18, 2018 - Noted 
3. W.A.B.A. – Meeting Minutes June 26, 2018 - Noted 
4. RSU#22 – Board of Directors Agenda July 18, 2018 - Noted 
5. RSU#22 – Board of Directors Minutes June 6, 2018 - Noted 

 
Communications: 

A. Town Manager’s Report - Noted  
B. Response to Council Questions – N/A  
C. Council Comments -None 

 
Signatures:  

Executive Session:  Personnel 30A MRSA 2702 – Ann Ronco moved and Peter Rioux seconded to enter 
executive session for Personnel 30A MRSA 2702 at 8:08 p.m.   The motion PASSED unanimously.  
Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adjourn from executive session at 8:27 p.m.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 

Adjourn:  Ann Ronco moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

 
 
NOTE:   
Dates & Time of other meetings between July 17, 2018 & July 31, 2018 
Meetings: Planning Board 7/19/18, Cemetery Committee 7/18/18, Recreation Committee 7/17/18  
Water Front Access Committee 7/26/18 
Training & Days Off:    
 
 



 
 
 
______________________________________             _____________________________________ 
Stephen Cooper                                                                  Ann Ronco 
 
 
______________________________________             ______________________________________ 
Steven Clisham                                                                  Corey Ginn 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Peter Rioux 


